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Never Dreamed of Being a Billionaire 

(Chapter 4 of the Lotus Sutra) 

Chapter 1 
 

Refreshing Priest 
 

 
     Please recall in the preceding chapter, the Buddha said, “Sariputra! You will 

become a Buddha called Flower-Light Tathagata in your future existence.” He as-

sured Sariputra, the Wisest One among the Buddha’s many disciples that he will 

become a Buddha. 

 

        To provide proof of his assurance, the Buddha testified that “You will be 

a Buddha in a future life, so I will give you a Buddha’s name.” 

 

          It is said that Sariputra was originally not Buddha’s disciple at first. 

Sariputra used to be a monk and practiced another religion, Brahmanism. During 

this time he had a good friend named Maudgalyayana.  

   One day when Sariputra, who practiced Brahmanism, was walking in the 



2 

city of King-House, he saw a monk begging who looked very refreshing. 

 

 Sariputra was so impressed with his pure appearance that he followed after 

him instinctively. He did not know how long he was following the monk, but he 

could not help himself and stopped the monk to ask him some questions. 
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Chapter 2 
 

Sariputra as a Brahman Monk 
 

 

 “Excuse me, but I am a Brahman monk named Sariputra. I was so im-

pressed and fascinated with you, I followed after you for miles.  Please excuse 

me, but I would like to ask you some questions.  Why do you look so pure and not 

dirty looking? Your eyes are so beautiful and refreshed. Who is your master and 

what does he teach?” 

 

 “I have just join this group recent-

ly,” answered the young man very politely 

and continued, “I am still an inexperienced 

person and do not understand difficult 

teachings yet. But our master always 

taught us that everything that happens has 

a cause and an effect - regardless if it is 

good or bad.  In order to understand this 

teaching, I am practicing it every day. My 

teacher is a sacred person from the Sakya 

Clan called Sakyamuni Buddha.” 
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Chapter 3 
 

Cause and Effect Is the Buddha’s Teaching 
 

 
 Hearing the teaching of Cause and Effect - whether it is good or bad, every-

thing has a cause and an effect, Sariputra’s heart pulsed with joy. 

 

 He bowed deeply and respectfully to the young man. He ran to his close 

friend, Maudgalyayana. Do you remember his name?  He has the best magical 

power among the Buddha’s disciples. Sariputra came back to this Number One 

Magical person, Maudgalyayana, and told him about his meeting with the monk, 

after catching his breath. 
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Chapter 4 
 

Sariputra Was Able to meet with His Original Master 
 

 

 “Hi, Maudgalyayana, I found a master to serve.”  He told the story about 

how he met a young monk with pure eyes and a refreshed appearance.  
 
 
 Then he asked Maudgalyayana, “According to him, Sakyamuni Buddha 

says that everything has ‘Cause and Effect,’ if so, there must be some reason that 

we are Brahman monks. Can you foresee the reasons with your supernatural pow-

er?” 
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Chapter 5 
 

Sariputra Was a Bodhisattva  
in His Previous Life 

 
 
 Maudgalyayana 

foresaw Sariputra’s past 

life. There it was! He 

saw the cause of why he 

became a Brahman monk 

who was unsatisfied with 

what he was doing.  A 

long, long time ago, he 

was already a Bodhisatt-

va practicing Buddha 

Dharma as a Buddhist 

monk. He used to listen to a Buddha and performed ascetic practices in the moun-

tains and woods in nature.  He thoroughly completed all practices of shomon 

(Listener to the Buddha) and en’gaku (Self-practicer without listening to the Bud-

dha), the Two Vehicles, and then became a Bodhisattva. He almost reached the 

stage where he would receive a Buddhist name. 

 

  However, one day, a jealous monk said to him, “Give me your eyeballs!” 

He continued, “If you are a real Bodhisattva who has no attachment to anything 

and who can do anything for others, you can give me your eyeballs!” 
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Chapter 6 
 
 

The Bodhisattva Who Gave His Eyeball 
 
 
 The Bodhisattva was indeed in trouble. But he thought about it deeply, 

“Even though I have no eyes I can see things with the eyes of my mind.” 

 

Then he hollowed out his eyeballs and gave them to the Brahman. 

 

 Receiving the eyeballs with blood dripping on his palm, the Brahman 

brought them to his nose, sniffed with a scowl on his face and said, “How stinky! 

I don’t want these 

filthy eyeballs!”  He 

dropped them on the 

ground and smashed 

them with his foot. 
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Chapter 7 
 

Sariputra Became a Brahman  
 

Because He Hated a Brahman 
 
 
 
 Even though Sariputra was a Bodhisattva, he 

could not stand the Brahman monk. “How selfish 

and shameful! I do not want to be involved with 

this type of person. I won’t stand being treated like 

this!” So he went deep into a forest on a mountain 

and never showed himself to anyone. 

 

 

 

 

 Since Sariputra hated the Brahman monk so 

much, he was reborn as a Brahman monk. 

 

 

 Please remember this! Because he hated the Brahman, Sariputra was reborn 

as the person, a Brahman, he hated. 
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Chapter 8 
 
 

Sariputra Became a Disciple of the Buddha  
 

Again  
 
 Surprise! In reality, Sariputra was almost a Bodhisattva who had reached 

the stage to attain Buddha-hood in his previous existence. The Buddha knew 

him with his compassionate insight. Therefore, the Buddha gave him a chance to 

attain Buddha-hood in this lifetime. 

 

Thus, Sariputra and Maudgalyayana requested to join the sangha along 

with their 250 disciples. No wonder Sariputra is the wisest among the Buddha’s 

disciples. 
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